
Latin Business Association
5400 East Olympic Boulevard

Los Angeles CA 90022
323-721-4000

October 7, 2002

The Federal Communications Commission
C/o Commission Secretary Marlene Dortch
445 12th Street SW
Washington DC 20554

Subject:   Proceeding 02-306

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of the over 1,000 Latino-owned businesses that are members of the
Latin Business Association, I write to you urging the Commission to grant SBC
Pacific Bell permission to compete in the long distance market.

Founded in 1976, the LBA speaks not only for our members but for an estimated
300,000 Latino-owned businesses in California in asking that the Commission
support small businesses and consumers by allowing more competition in the
telecommunications marketplace, thus lowering costs and increasing options.

Studies have shown that Latino-owned businesses constitute the fastest-growing
segment of the state�s economy.  Latino consumers are making remarkable
progress, as demonstrated by their leadership in new home purchases.  In short,
Latinos and Latino-owned businesses are an essential component of the state�s
economy and are deserving of lower phone costs and more choices of long
distance providers.

We hope that the Commission will support our community by opening the long
distance market to increased competition.

Sincerely,

Ray Durazo
Vice Chairman
Latin Business Association


